
Make Your Firewise List and Check it Twice!
“12 Days of Firewise” Wildfi re Safety Tip Sheet

This time of year our thoughts turn to decorations, lights and Christmas trees, and not so much about 
brush, grass and forest fi res.  But this year’s extensive fi re season and the latest predictions for 2013 remind 
us that wildfi re can happen almost anytime, almost anywhere. 

Download this “12 Days of Firewise” wildfi re safety tip sheet, which provides easy steps you can follow 
as you string up the lights and deck the halls. The tips also come with a short video to illustrate action 
steps. Find the videos on our information and resources web page.  

Tip #1
What do I want for Christmas? Tools to help create a 
Firewise environment, of course!  Rakes, hedge clippers 
and a few bags can transform your yard from a tinder 
box to wildfi re-ready.

Tip #2

Tip #3
While you’re stringing the holiday lights, take a few 
moments to check the following:  

Gutters.  To keep embers from ruining your holiday, 
clean out any leaves and pine needles that could ignite, 
or ask a professional for help. 

Landscape. Toss aside that ladder and check your yard 
for “ladder” fuels! Remove plants, vines or shrubs that 
could carry fi re into the treetops.

Tree Branches. Make it easy for Santa to slide down the 
chimney and hard for fi re to get to your roof. Clear any 
overhanging branches at least 10 feet from the top.

Christmas stockings. While stockings make a nice 
addition to the holiday décor, keep them away from 
roaring fl ames in the fi replace. 

Chimney. Fireplaces add ambiance to any room. Make 
sure your chimney has a spark arrester to keep your Yule 
log from causing unwanted fi re outside. 

Tip #4
Nothing makes a holiday brighter than a beautiful holly 
bush. Be sure to plant any live trees or shrubs where 
they will thrive, but not too close to your house. Check 
the Firewise plant lists to learn how to keep your plants 
happy and healthy all year long. 

Tip #5 
Baby, it’s cold outside! When there’s snow on the ground, 
fi rewood stacked next to the house helps keep hearth 
and home cozy all winter. But when snow melts and fi re 
danger is high, move your wood piles as far away from 
your home, fence or deck as possible.

Tip #6
The heck with all this snow. I’m dreaming of the spring 
garden I’ll be planting in a few months! Did you know 
you can have a Firewise garden that’s both beautiful and 
safe? By following a few helpful Firewise tips now, you’ll 
be on your way to creating that garden of your dreams.

Tip #7
There’s more than one way to trim a tree! When 
decorating outdoors, don’t forget to trim and limb trees 
to keep them healthy and Firewise. Large trees should be 
limbed up 6-10 feet from the ground. Branches should be 
trimmed back so they don’t touch your home.

Tip #8
Love to decorate? We sure do!  But make sure wreaths 
and other decorations don’t hide your house number. If 
you need emergency help, fi refi ghters or EMTs will be 
able to fi nd your home easily. 

Tip #9
Dreaming of a white Christmas? If you’re in a snowy 
climate, remember to shovel out fi re hydrants to help 
fi refi ghters who may need access to water to fi ght fi re 
near you and your neighbors.

Tip #10
The winter months mean less time lounging on decks 
and patios. Store unused patio furniture indoors. You’ll 
have less to worry about during times of high wildfi re 
danger.  

Hot coals, hidden in a pile of ashes and thus well 
insulated, can stay hot for up to 4 days! Improper ash 
removal from fi replaces and wood burning stoves causes 
thousands of fi res every year.  Use a metal container 
with a tight-fi tting lid, and wet the ashes down.  



Bonus Tip: 

What’s the holiday season without a great big bonus attached? Here’s an extra Firewise treat for you:

Wildfi re safety tips and resources are available all year round. Please visit www.fi rewise.org to learn more! 

Some additional Firewise tips to keep in mind this holiday season:

Are you camping or hunting this season? Make sure to observe all local open burning laws and take care with any      
  campfi res. Have tools and water at the ready to extinguish your fi re, and make sure the fi re is completely out 
before leaving your camp site.

Pretty ribbons, pretty paper… pretty big mess? Make sure to recycle or dispose of gift wrapping, boxes and bags 
properly. Leaving them around your house could provide fuel for wildfi res on a high fi re danger day.  

From all of us at Firewise, happy holidays 
and have a safe and wonderful new year!

Tip # 11
Some of us live in communities that experience “red fl ag 
warnings.” The warning is issued by the National Weather 
Service and means your area is at high risk for wildfi re, 
usually within the next 24 hours. Learn to recognize a 
red fl ag warning in your area, and follow the instructions 
carefully.

Tip #12

This holiday season, take a moment to inspect your yard. Are dead leaves, branches and debris bringing it down? 
Thank Santa for those new tools you got this year. Rakes, hedge clippers and a handful of lawn bags will make 
your landscape cheery and bright. And Firewise!

  

Want to ring in the new year in Firewise style? Use our 
new Toolkit to map out a wildfire safety action plan. 
From organizing a neighborhood cleanup to renewing 
your Firewise recognition status, you’ll use this handy 
tool every month of the year.   


